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July 4th celebra�on in Rosedale
h�ps://rosedaleaus�n.org/rosedales-july-4th-celebra�on-for-2024

Join us Tuesday, July 4th, 10:00am to noon
Our 4th of July celebra�on is fast approaching. We hope you can 

join as neighbors come together and have a great �me!

Arrive by 10:00am to decorate bikes / scooters / strollers / pets 

using decora�ons we provide or decorate at home if you prefer.

Right a4er 10:00am, join our tradi�onal promenade around 

Ramsey Park, followed by watermelon slices, live music, the bake 

sale, a water balloon tossing contest, an ice cream truck, and (if we 

have enough volunteers) carnival games for the kiddos. All 

proceeds from the bake sale and carnival are used for park 

improvements.

Cash preferred! We can also accept PayPal and Venmo payments.

July 4th Bake Sale - WE NEED YOU!
The bake sale is a popular spot at the celebra�on each year. It always 

raises a good amount of money and, like the carnival, 100% of the 

proceeds goes into the park fund for Ramsey Park improvements.

Come by for a snack and fabulous cookies to take home with you! We 

will o;er tacos (<rst come, <rst served) and welcome addi�onal 

business dona�ons (contact Felicia at the number or email below!).

The most popular items are lovingly home-baked goodies by our very 

own Rosedale neighbors. We normally sell out! Please consider 

dona�ng items that kids <nd irresis�ble, as well as items for a more 

grown-up palate. 

Ideas of items to bring: 
● individual baggies or plates of cookies or brownies
● decorated cookies, cupcakes, and cake balls
● individually packaged slices of bread (banana, pumpkin, etc.)
● whole loaves of cakes and breads, (e.g. pound cake, pumpkin 

bread) 
● small whole cobblers in takeaway pans
● pies in takeaway pans
● gluten-free items (very popular!)
● any kind of baked goods that neighbors might enjoy 

The only items  that do not sell well are large and elaborate cakes.

Please bring items to the bake sale tables by 9:30 - 10:00.

Ques�ons to Felicia Adams, adams4203@yahoo.com / 512-426-4203

URGENT: Volunteers needed!

Please help bring our sweet neighborhood tradi�on back in full 

this year! Among the volunteer tasks: dona�ng drinks and baked 

goods, loaning camping chairs and tables, seCng up before, and 

cleaning up a4er. We have many carnival shi4s available (perfect 

for middle and high schoolers). The carnival can only happen if 

we have plenty of volunteers, so please consider volunteering for 

a shi4.

Ques�ons to Morgan Merri�,

  morgan.p.merri�@gmail.com 

To sign up either

use either the QR-code at right 

or the direct URL 

signupgenius.com/go/4090C4EA4AE29A7FD0-49305607-2024#/

Gree�ngs from the Rosedale Neighborhood Associa�on!

Hello Neighbors!  Long-�me neighbor or Rosedale newcomer, thank you for taking a few minutes to peruse this newsle�er.  The RNA is an 

all-volunteer informal organiza�on that exists to help preserve the neighborhood and provide an independent voice to the residents of 

Rosedale on ma�ers of community concern.  We are not an HOA, governmental body, or arm of the city.  We are Rosedale neighbors like 

you, commi�ed to the well-being of our neighborhood and city.  We provide leadership, advice, and public comment on ma�ers before 

local governmental bodies that a;ect us as a neighborhood, such as zoning and transporta�on issues, and work in many other ways to 

make and keep Rosedale a nice place to live and work.

The RNA has worked for decades to preserve and improve Ramsey Park and Pool, and maintains an invaluable email group, a website full 

of great info and archives, and a Facebook page to keep the neighborhood in the loop and give everyone an e;ec�ve way to speak up, ask 

for help, or share �mely informa�on.  We hope this newsle�er is informa�ve and inspires you to join the email group, a�end a mee�ng, or 

par�cipate in an RNA event such as the upcoming 4th of July Celebra�on at Ramsey Park.  

Je; Archer, Rosedale Ave. 

RNA President 2024, president@rosedaleaus�n.org
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A;ordable housing project

Ove�a Rosedale is a proposed 70-unit a;ordable housing 

development on the corner of Medical Parkway and 42nd Street. 

The project will include a couple of classrooms for Pre-K. This 

project applied for funding in March 2024 and is awai�ng 

approval, which should occur in late July 2024. If the funding is 

approved, construc�on is es�mated to begin Summer 2025. 

More informa�on: a;ordablehousingtexas.com/ 

Redevelopment of  former Rosedale School site

The redevelopment project at the old school site, located on 

49th Street at Ramsey Ave., is currently on hold as AISD’s new 

Superintendent Ma�as Segura se�les into his challenging 

posi�on. The latest plan proposed by the district consists of 

a;ordable single-family and duplex housing designed to <t in the 

neighborhood and promote home ownership. AISD sta; and 

possibly other public employees would get purchasing 

preferences.  The school district would retain site ownership, so 

owners would essen�ally own condominiums.  

The pending plan: aus�nisd.org/repurposing/rosedale  

Shoal Creek footbridge is NOT open — yet!

You may have no�ced that the new pedestrian bridge connec�ng 

Rosedale to The Grove at the bo�om of the hill on Shoal Creek 

Boulevard (south of the State Records Center at 4400 SCB) is in 

place, but is s�ll not open due to permiCng issues.  When it 

opens, we will hold a ribbon cuCng ceremony to celebrate this 

great way to cross the creek safely and conveniently!  

Rosedale Roundup

Aus�n State Hospital (ASH) redesign

Rosedale neighbors entering Central Market’s north driveway 

have no�ced the now open view of the new state hospital. The 

$305 million building is part of a larger $2.5 billion overhaul of 

the state’s en�re psychiatric hospital system that has been in the 

works since 2018. 

The ASH project is led by Dr. Stephen Strakowski, who sends 

gree�ngs to our neighborhood and shares that construc�on on 

the hospital is now largely complete, with primarily “loose ends” 

occupying the next few weeks. The pandemic did not simplify 

construc�on, but the result is a truly beau�ful, world class facility 

that will immediately improve the lives of the people who are 

served and who work there. They an�cipate pa�ents will move in 

late summer 2024. 

Neighbors who are interested in more informa�on may contact 

Dr. Rishi Sawhney at Rishi.Sawhney@aus�n.utexas.edu

Zoning and Aus�n’s HOME Ini�a�ve

Every Aus�nite should be aware of the HOME Ini�a�ve adopted by the Aus�n City Council over the past six months. HOME includes 

sweeping changes to the allowable uses for every property in the city previously zoned for SF (single-family). HOME is in its infancy, and 

the city sta; is s�ll developing rules to accommodate the changes. Adopted by a 9-2 vote, HOME is intended to promote housing 

availability and a;ordability. The HOME amendments to the city’s Land Development Code:

● Allow up to three housing units, including �ny homes, on a Single-Family (SF) zoned property (SF-1, SF-2, SF-3).
● Remove restric�ons on the number of unrelated adults living in a housing unit. 
● Allow for residen�al lots to be as small as 1,800 square feet, about a third the size of most smaller lots in Rosedale.
● Reduce or eliminate many restric�ons on residen�al structures developed under HOME, including heights and setbacks, lot width, 

and compa�bility standards for nearby buildings.

HOME has the poten�al to drama�cally increase the density of housing in Aus�n neighborhoods. The overall ini�a�ve has many more 

elements, including special rules for property within a half-mile of the newly proposed light rail corridors. For details, explore the various 

items in the city’s HOME website: aus�ntexas.gov/page/home-amendments

The RNA plans to monitor the implementa�on of HOME in Rosedale, and will share observa�ons as permits for HOME housing begin to 

be granted. 

Ramsey Pool is open!  

Our summer oasis, Ramsey Pool, is open daily (except Thursdays) 

un�l August 18.  Lap swimming weekday mornings at 8 am, and 

recrea�onal swimming every a4ernoon �ll 8 pm. This is the 

absolutely best place to meet your neighbors every summer. The 

aerator that the RNA helped install keeps the water cool and 

refreshing! The pool is closed on Thursdays (except July 4th) and 

whenever there is thunder and lightning in the area.  

The oRcial schedule: aus�ntexas.gov/department/ramsey-pool 

Please mark your calendar for our End of Summer Pool Party on 

Saturday, August 17 star�ng at 5pm. Come enjoy music, snacks, 

pizza, drinks, and great company!

Elec�on Season is approaching  

In the fall, the RNA will hold an informal candidate forum at one 

of our mee�ngs for any local candidates that request a chance to 

brieSy introduce themselves and take a few ques�ons.  As you 

may know, the terms of both our current city council members, 

Leslie Pool represen�ng District 7, and Alison Alter represen�ng 

District 10, expire at the end of 2024, so elec�ons to <ll these 

cri�cal posi�ons will be held in November, with runo;s in 

December.  The next term of Aus�n Mayor will also be <lled this 

November. 

Please note as we approach the elec�ons that posts to the 

Rosedale email list may include concise, respecTul endorsements 

and comments on local candidates, with a clearly marked subject 

line. This is a great way for the neighborhood to keep up with 

these o4en obscure local races.  No general poli�cal messages or 

discussion of state and na�onal races!          
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From Leslie Pool, District 7 Council Member

Hello friends,

It’s the beginning of summer and it’s going to 

be a challenge to stay cool, but we can all 

have some fun at the same �me. Aus�n is 

certainly up for it: See how many city pools 

you can visit before school starts up again, 

how many new Savors of ices can you try, 

From Alison Alter, District 10 Council Member

Dear Neighbors,

I hope your summer is o; to a great start! I’m Alison Alter, a proud 

Rosedalian, and your District 10 representa�ve on the Aus�n City 

Council. I have been working to improve public safety, resilience, 

and e;ec�ve delivery of public services in our community, and I 

want to share a few updates and resources for you and your 

families.

As your council member, I have focused on expanding access to 

child care, strengthening our EMS system, preparing for and 

preven�ng wild<re, improving Aus�n’s response to hate and sexual 

assault, bolstering our climate resilience, and more. For an 

overview of my policy priori�es, you can read my newsle�er 

highligh�ng our work together in 2023: h�ps://rb.gy/ud0i8x 

To highlight one recent, major policy victory, the Travis County 

Commissioners Court unanimously voted to grant our community 

the opportunity to invest in our children and the providers who 

serve them. This was the result of eighteen months of work and 

collabora�on between myself, the City, the County, the Aus�n Early 

Childhood Council, United Way, and the Children’s Funding Project. 

You can learn more about this groundbreaking ini�a�ve at 

A;ordableChildCareNow.com

I want to let you know about an upcoming opportunity to connect 

with me and my sta;. I will be hos�ng a Budget Town Hall and 

Resource Fair on Monday, August 5th at 6:30 p.m. in Hu;man Hall 

at St. Ma�hew’s Episcopal Church (8134 Mesa Dr.). I am invi�ng 

several City departments and special guests to share resources and 

answer ques�ons you may have. I hope to see you there! If you 

can’t make it to the Town Hall and have speci<c ques�ons about 

the budget or other City business, you can email my oRce at 

District10@Aus�nTexas.gov. I also share regular updates via my 

email newsle�er (subscribe at bit.ly/d10newsle�ers), and on 

Facebook (Council Member Alison Alter), Twi�er (@AlterForATX), 

and Instagram (@Alison.Alter).

I also want to remind you about an exci�ng City program I helped 

launch. If you live in D10 (i.e. south of 45th St.), you can now safely 

dispose of paint cans, oils, lightbulbs, ba�eries, and more by 

scheduling a home pickup through Aus�n Resource Recovery’s 

Household Hazardous Waste Pickup Pilot. See the full list of eligible 

items and schedule your pickup at aus�ntexas.gov/hhwpilot.

Finally, as your representa�ve, I want to let you know that I have 

chosen to honor the spirit of the City Charter, which recommends a 

two-term limit for Council Members. My term ends in early 

January, and I will share updates on my future plans via my social 

media accounts (listed above). It has been an honor to serve you, 

and I look forward to our con�nued work together.

I hope you have a wonderful summer! 

Regards,

Alison Alter, Rosedale Resident and Council Member, District 10

and which library has the best kid sec�on. The recrea�on centers 

are awesome places to play basketball or hang out in the heat of 

the day

July 4 is right around the corner, and it’s a big celebra�on in 

District 7. While you’re out enjoying the neighborhood parade, 

or maybe going to a block party, take a moment to no�ce the 

rain garden improvements on Shoal Creek Boulevard courtesy of 

your neighbors! Lots of young folks worked very hard to create 

the Woodview Rain Garden to make Shoal Creek Blvd friendlier, 

greener, and more resilient. Due to their awesome e;orts, the 

Shoal Creek Conservancy and the City of Aus�n are partnering  to 

install three more rain gardens along Shoal Creek Blvd. To learn 

more, email sierra@shoalcreekconservancy.org for  informa�on.

The hot weather has returned, which means many of us will be 

swimming to cool o;. Our beau�ful pools, creeks, lakes, and 

oceans provide much-needed relief and enjoyment. However, 

they also pose signi<cant risks if we aren’t careful.

Drowning is the leading cause of death for children between 1 

and 4 years old. They are par�cularly vulnerable around pools, 

especially backyard pools, where we may not pay as much 

a�en�on to their safety. Drowning is fast and silent; it can 

happen to anyone, regardless of age or swimming ability. The 

sta�s�cs remind us that no one is immune to this danger. Here 

are some safety rules to remember:

● Most important: Always supervise children around water. 

Ac�ve, a�en�ve supervision can make the di;erence 

between life and death. 
● Always have a phone ready for emergencies, but please—

avoid distrac�ons. Don’t talk on the phone or text while 

supervising children in the water. A moment of distrac�on 

can lead to a life�me of regret. 
● Simple steps like installing pool barriers, using life jackets 

and learning CPR can save lives. 
● Water safety is a shared responsibility. We must educate 

ourselves and our loved ones about the risks and safety 

prac�ces.

For more about water safety, please visit

●  the American Red Cross website
●  the Aus�n-Travis County EMS Department online

Even during summer, the serious work con�nues. It’s City budget 

season again, and �me for you to weigh in on community 

priori�es. You can visit SpeakUpAus�n.org to get the public 

engagement schedule and please par�cipate in the process! The 

City Manager’s budget proposal will be released in July, and we 

will hold our annual District 7 Budget Town Hall soon therea4er. 

We are <nalizing details on that date and the loca�on, and we’ll 

post that informa�on in the next District 7 newsle�er (sign up by 

sending  an email to District7@aus�ntexas.gov). 

Have a fun, and safe, June and July! 

Leslie Pool, Rosedale Resident and Council Member, District 7 
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Nextdoor — A social networking service for neighborhoods; they use a 

valida�on process that ensures members reside in the neighborhood. 

nextdoor.com/neighborhood/rosedale--aus�n--tx/

Our Aus�n City Council Members — Rosedale is split between two 

districts. See the Council Member webpages for informa�on such as 

contact,  sign up for newsle�ers, email no�ces, and recent updates.

  • District 7 (north of 45th Street) Council Member Leslie Pool

aus�ntexas.gov/department/district-7

  • District 10 (south of 45th Street) Council Member Alison Alter

 aus�ntexas.gov/department/district-10

Rosedale Neighborhood Associa�on 

Membership Form 

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

Telephone __________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________ 

Get involved in Rosedale!

Volunteer to  help with one of the RNA  commi�ees: 

Community Rela�ons ____    Electronic Communica�ons ____    Neighborhood Events ____    Neighborhood Features ____    Newsle�er ____ 

Parks ____      TraRc/Parking ____      Zoning ____            Commi�ee info: h�p://rosedaleaus�n.org/the-rna/subcommi�ees/ 

Join our popular e-mail list — A great neighborhood resource since 1999, 

hosted on groups.io. Subscribe to share news, learn about events, discuss 

local issues, learn of garage sales, etc. 

  • Mailing list website: rosedale.groups.io/

  • Subscribe via email: main+subscribe@rosedale.groups.io

  • Send email to list moderators: main+owner@rosedale.groups.io

Visit the RNA website:  h�ps://rosedaleaus�n.org/

RNA Facebook page for  Rosedale Neighborhood — Follow here: 

facebook.com/rosedaleneighborhoodaus�ntexas/

Stay Connected to Your Rosedale Neighbors!!

Annual dues: $20 per household, $10 for re�rees 

  Any amount above that is donated to the Ramsey Park fund.

h�ps://rosedaleaus�n.org/the-rna/membership-informa�on/

Op�ons to pay RNA dues for 2024:

1) Use  this paper form and send with a check payable to RNA to:

Kim Relph, 4510 Rosedale Ave.,  Aus�n, Texas  78756 

2) Pay electronically at h�ps://pay.rosedaleaus�n.org/ (QR code at right)

You use either PayPal or Venmo. Please include  street address in the 

comments if the app indicates a di;erent address than your actual Rosedale 

street address. 

Yarborough Branch Library

The Yarborough Branch Library has an incredible array of 

ac�vi�es available throughout the summer. Housed in the old 

Americana Theater, our local branch building is a delight to visit, 

even without the bonus of books, computers, and ac�vi�es! 

Here is a sampling of informa�on (visit the front desk for info):

Summer reading logs: With four age-level oriented op�ons (0-5, 

6-12, 13-17, 18+), par�cipants are challenged to read daily and 

complete three ac�vity badges to receive a prize (while 

available). Logs can be picked up at library loca�ons as well as via 

Beanstack Tracker (available via app stores).

Youth Services ac�vi�es: Ac�vi�es throughout June and July 

include All Ages Story Time, Tween Summer ac�vi�es (ages 9-

12), Book and Baby ac�vi�es (ages 0-14 months), and more. 

Adult Program ac�vi�es: Programs include Board Game Night 

(second Tuesdays at 5:45pm), a Birdhouse Building Workshop, 

and Chair Yoga (third Fridays at 10:00am). On June 29 at 2pm, 

jigsaw puzzle lovers can form teams to compete in the 

Puzzlepalooza Speed Compe��on — plus the opportunity to 

swap old jigsaw puzzles for new-to-you jigsaw puzzles! 

Book Clubs: During June, the book club o;erings include Reading 

the Rainbow (<rst Saturdays,2pm-3pm) and Disability Dialogues 

(second Saturdays, 2pm-3pm).

Loca�on: 2200 Hancock Dr.

Hours: Mon-Thu 9am to 8pm, Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 10am-5pm

Closed: Sundays and Thursday, July 4th

Library catalog +  services + calendar: library.aus�ntexas.gov/

History of the Yarborough Branch Library: 
family.do512.com/venues/aus�n-public-library-yarborough-branch 

Our Rosedale neighborhood email list

Our neighborhood mailing list is a community news and informa�on 

service for non-commercial use only, with a focus on truly local 

issues. This list, which was created for and is moderated by the 

Rosedale Neighborhood Associa�on (RNA), is vital to the RNA as an 

emergency alert system. Use policies are designed to avoid losing 

subscribers due to a large Sow of spam, broad poli�cal debates, or 

commercial messages. The moderators ac�vely moderate all 

messages.  

This forum is restricted to ma�ers that are dis�nctly local. To 

determine whether a post is appropriate, we ask posters to consider 

whether local residents can provide informa�on or viewpoints that 

are more informed than other easily obtainable sources. Good 

manners are expected in all pos�ngs. Flaming is always inappropriate. 

In general, always put your name and general loca�on within 

Rosedale on messages to the mailing list. Messages should not be 

forwarded beyond the Rosedale list without asking permission of the 

original poster.

The only "for pro<t" messages allowed on the main Rosedale list are 

announcements of neighborhood garage sales and kid-run 

“businesses”. For other neighborhood commercial announcements 

(e.g. to sell a car or baby clothes), subscribe to our ads subgroup with 

a message to ads+subscribe@rosedale.groups.io or via the web site 

at rosedale.groups.io/g/ads

For addi�onal informa�on about the Rosedale neighborhood and the 

RNA, visit our website at rosedaleaus�n.org/.

A sampling of recent topics on the Rosedale email list: 

recommenda�ons for services and products; iden�fying the charming 

sound of the Rio Grande Chirping Frog; and geCng Bubbles, a lost pet 

ball python, home again.
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