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July 4t celebration in Rosedale
https://rosedaleaustin.org/rosedales-july-4th-celebration-for-2026

Join us Saturday, July 4", 10:00am to noon

Rosedale’s 4th of July celebration will soon be here! We hope you
can join us as neighbors come together and have a great time.

Arrive by 10:00am to decorate bikes / scooters / strollers / pets
using the decorations we provide or your own from home.

Shortly after 10:00am, join our traditional promenade around
Ramsey Park, followed by watermelon slices, live music, the bake Ramsey Park JUIY 4th Bake Sale We Need Y°u|

sale, a water balloon tqssing contest, and (a_s long as we have The bake sale is a crowd favorite every year and it supports a great

enough volunteers) carnival games for the kiddos. All proceeds cause. 100% of proceeds go toward Ramsey Park improvements.

from the bake sale and carnival are used for park improvements. Swi . . : :
wing by for delicious baked goods (and tacos!) — they go fast!

I
Cash preferred! We can also accept PayPal and Venmo payments. Help us fill the tables: We welcome home-baked treats from our
Rosedale neighbors as well as business donations.Please consider

URGENT: Volunteers needed! donating kid-approved favorites and options for adults, too.
Please help bring our sweet neighborhood tradition back in full Top-selling ideas:
i |
this year! . . « Individually bagged cookies or brownies
Among the volunteer tasks: donating drinks and baked goods, «  Decorated cookies, cupcakes, cake balls
loaning camping chairs and tables, setting up before, and «  Sliced quick breads’ (e.g., ban’ana, pumpkin)
cleaning up after. e Whole loaves (e.g., pound cake, pumpkin bread)
We have many carnival shifts available (perfect for middle and o Small cobblers or pies in takeaway pans
high schoolers). The carnival can only happen if we have plenty e Gluten-free items are very popular!

of volunteers, so please consider volunteering for a shift. Note: Large, elaborate cakes don’t tend to sell well

Drop-off: 9:30-10:00 AM at the bake sale tables.

Questions:
Felicia Adams: adams4203@yahoo.com | 512-426-4203
Sunitha Downing: sunithadowning@gmail.com | 512-680-6480

Bring a treat. Support the park. Make someone’s day sweet.

Questions to Morgan Merritt,
morgan.p.merritt@gmail.com

To sign up use either
* the QR-code at right
e thedirect URL bit.ly/3QvZwox

Greetings from the Rosedale Neighborhood Association!

Dear Rosedale Neighbors, whether you are new to the 'hood or have been here since Austin was truly weird, | am delighted to have you as
my neighbor.

Rosedale has been my family's home for decades, and for all those years has been our small hometown in the middle of the big city.
Shaded by a canopy of cool trees, we enjoy a lovely little park with free tennis courts, playscapes, and a lively pool right in our own
backyard. We are close to amenities, including UT and downtown venues and libraries and medical services and a rich variety of places to
eat and shop. Living close together means we know a lot about each other and learn to get along, work together, and respect one another.

Like | said, Rosedale is just a small town in disguise. My grown children have the same fond memories of Rosedale | have about my little
hometown of Maxwell TX, population maybe 200. Counting horses.

Which brings me to the RNA, an all-volunteer informal organization whose main purposes are to help preserve the neighborhood and
provide an independent voice for the residents of Rosedale on matters of community concern. We are not an HOA, governmental body, or
arm of the city. We are just Rosedale neighbors like you, committed to the well-being of our neighborhood and city. We work with local
governmental bodies on matters that affect us all, such as zoning and transportation and development issues. The RNA has worked for
decades to preserve and improve Ramsey Park and Pool, and maintains an invaluable email group, a website full of great info and archives,
and a Facebook page to keep the neighborhood in the loop and give everyone a way to speak up, ask for help, or share timely information.

If you value your Rosedale, please consider attending a meeting or participating in an RNA event such as the upcoming 4th of July
Celebration at Ramsey Park or the annual End-of-Summer Ramsey Pool Party on August 15. We would love to meet you and hear what you
care about.

Jeff Archer, Rosedale Ave.
RNA President 2025-2026, president @rosedaleaustin.org



Our Nation’s Quarter Millennium A M E Rl CA

Thoughts from Jay Carpenter (a.k.a. Slim Zimmerman)

Fellow Rosedalians, A
On July 4, 2026, we will celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of \\
Independence. The date is called the Semiquincentennial, the Bisesquicentennial, the /
Sestercentennial, or the Quarter Millennium. Pick any title and | dare you to pronounce it g/
correctly on your first attempt! -
The Declaration of Independence (from the tyrannical rule of Great Britain) was drafted by the Committee of Five,

led by Thomas Jefferson. It was signed in Independence Hall in the city of Philadelphia in 1776. (That's too many "in's" for
one sentence. My high school senior English teacher Mildred Fossil is probably turning in her grave.)

After the signing of the Declaration of Independence, the newly formed United States fought the British in the American
Revolutionary War and won our freedom. Since then, the country expanded from 13 to 50 states. There has been a civil war
which freed the slaves, two world wars to defeat fascism, the Korean and Vietnam conflicts, two Persian Gulf Wars and
currently a war with Iran.

250 years is a lot! However, it pales in comparison to other empires like the Portuguese Empire which lasted 584 years or the
infamous Roman Empire which spanned from 27 B.C.E. to 1453 C.E. — a total of 1,480 years! So, we've got our work cut out
for us.

There are many festivities planned, including a mixed martial arts fight in the backyard of the White House, a ball drop at
Times Square in NYC, minting of commemorative coins (every coin from the penny to the dollar). There is even talk of having
a $250 bill created. Which president to be featured on that currency, if it is created, has yet to be determined.

Besides, who would carry and spend a $250 bill? Perhaps a $2.50 bill would be more appropriate. A couple of those would
be perfect for leaving a tip at your favorite eatery.

Happy Birthday, USA!!
L

Ramsey Park News

Ramsey Playground Renovation Project Ramsey Pool is now open!

The playground renovation at Ramsey Park continues After a delay due to maintenance corrections, our summer oasis,
to make progress. Despite several rain days and other Ramsey Pool, will now be open every day of the week except
construction challenges, work has largely proceeded Thursdays through August 16. The official schedule is listed here:
as planned. We are currently about six weeks into austintexas.gov/parks/locations/ramsey-pool

construction, and many major milestones have been Please mark your calendar for our End of Summer Pool Party on
completed, including the installation of the new post- Saturday, August 15 starting at 5pm. Come enjoy music, snacks,
and-platform structure, as well as the swing shade pizza, drinks, and great company! (And you can still visit the pool
structure. on Sunday, August 16, until 4pm!)

The primary remaining construction activity is the L
installation of the poured-in-place rubber safety Playground photos: City of Austin Parks and Recreation

surfacing. This work requires several consecutive days
of dry weather to ensure proper installation and
curing. The project team is working closely with the
contractor to schedule this work within the next few
weeks, pending favorable weather conditions.

Once safety surfacing is complete and all final
inspections have been conducted the playground can
be reopened to the public.

Austin Parks Foundation is beginning to plan a
celebration to mark completion of the renovated
playground. We anticipate hosting an event in late
summer and look forward to sharing additional
details as plans are finalized.

Thank you all for your patience and support on the
project!

AUSTIN
PARKS

FOUNDATION




AISD Rosedale School

The 4.6-acre site of the former Rosedale,
located at 2117 West 49th Street, has been a
hot topic since last September. That is when
developer OHT announced they were
purchasing the land from AISD and planned
a 6-story, 75-foot, 435-unit luxury apartment
complex (so-called '"Texas Doughnut")
covering almost 4.5 of the 4.6 acres.

Play Fair With Rosedale (PFWR) emerged
organically, with active participation and
support across Rosedale. On behalf of PFWR,
Rosedale super-attorney Renea Hicks is
defending 71 people who were sued by
AISD. With credit to District 7 Council
Member Siegel and Mayor Watson the OHT
effort to rezone the property to maximum
density is on hold until September.

The neighborhood's position has been
consistent and is maturing into a proposed
resolution if a settlement is possible. At the
right is an excerpt from our letter to Austin
City Council and the Mayor.

AUSTIN

Independent School District

We are not opposed to rezoning the property and increasing the
density, but we are caught between two extremes:

1) An OHT/AISD proposal to permit 435 luxury apartments.

2) The strict limitations on development contained within deed
restrictions, currently being tested by AISD in court.

We are seeking your help to find a collaborative compromise
between these extremes. What we want most is for the city
leadership to work with us for a reset such that AISD follows
through with the neighborhood on creating truly affordable
housing.

A negotiated resolution would:

e Put money in AISD’s coffers much more quickly.

* Provide the increased density the city wants to support its
transit initiatives.

« Increase the range of affordable housing types, which would
invite new families, many with school-age children, to live and
thrive in our neighborhood.

School properties nested on neighborhood streets are a perfect
opportunity for affordable, family-friendly, “missing middle
homes." Rosedale provides an opportunity to chart a coherent
policy to keep school properties as community assets, a policy
both AISD and the city support.

There is much more to say, please visit the Play Fair With Rosedale website at
https://playfairwithrosedale.org/about-us/

Neighborhood critters: The Opossum

The Virginia opossum
common, beneficial neighbor

important role in our local ecosystem.

Some interesting facts from Austin Wildlife Rescue and .

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service:

e Opossums are strictly solitary, nocturnal creatures.

e Opossums do not return to a single home every
night. They are highly transient, preferring to crash
in whatever convenient shelter they find, like
hollow logs, rock piles, or gaps under urban porches
and backyard sheds.
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Opossums are North America’s only marsupial. They are
uniquely adapted to urban environments and play an
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Baby opossums are independent once they reach
about 10 inches long (from the tip of the nose to
the base of the tail, not counting the tail itself). Any
smaller than that, and they require professional
rehabilitation.
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Opossums are effective at cleaning up
neighborhoods. They consume carrion, fallen fruit,
snails, slugs, beetles, cockroaches, and even
venomous snakes.

e Asingle opossum can consume up to 5,000 ticks in
a single season, acting as a natural form of pest
control.

e Due to their lower-than-average body temperature,
opossums are rarely affected by diseases common
,._:Q to other urban mammals, such as rabies.
=B

When threatened, opossums often hiss, bare their
teeth, and drool. If this fails, they enter an
involuntary, comatose-like state known as “playing
possum,” which can last for hours.

« Their prehensile tails act like a fifth limb, allowing
them to grip branches while climbing or carrying
nesting materials.

« They have opposable "thumbs" on their hind feet,
making them excellent at navigating fences and
trees.




JA Austin

Public Library

Yarborough Branch Library

The Yarborough Branch Library has an incredible array of
activities available throughout the summer. Housed in the old
Americana Theater, our local branch building is a delight to visit,
even without the bonus of books, computers, and activities!
Here is a sampling of the events:

All Ages Storytime: Tuesdays at 10am: 6/23, 6/30, 7/21

Kids Yoga for Beginners: Tuesdays at 4pm: 7/7, 7/21, 8/4, 8/18
Books and Babies: Thursdays at 12:30pm in June, July, August
Barking Book Buddies: First Wednesdays at 4pm: 7/1, 8/5
Gaming Guild and Puzzle Swap: Saturdays, 7/25 and 8/26
Adult Program activities: A options:

Fiber Arts Social (6pm on 7/13)

Mending Circle (6pm on 7/27)

Bilingual Chair Yoga (10am on 6/26)

Summer Morning Social (10am on 7/10)

Book Clubs: one called Read the Rainbow and another called
Disability Dialogues

Visit the website or the front desk for more information!.
Location: 2200 Hancock Dr.
Hours: Mon-Thu 9am to 8pm, Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Closed: Sundays (as well as July 3 + 4th)
Library catalog + services + calendar:
library.austintexas.gov/
History of the Yarborough Branch Library:
family.do512.com/venues/austin-public-library-yarborough-branch

Our Rosedale neighborhood email list

We are proud of our neighborhood mailing list, which serves as a
community news and information service for non-commercial use
only. The list was created for and is moderated by the Rosedale
Neighborhood Association (RNA); it serves a vital role to the
neighborhood as an urgent alert system. The policies for the list are
designed to avoid losing subscribers due to a large flow of spam,
broad political debates, or commercial messages. The moderators
actively moderate all messages.

The Rosedale forum is restricted to matters that are distinctly local. To
determine whether a post is appropriate, we ask posters to consider
whether local residents can provide information or viewpoints that
are more informed than other easily obtainable sources. Good
manners are expected in all postings. Flaming is always inappropriate.
In general, always add your name and general location within
Rosedale on messages you post to the mailing list. No message should
be forwarded beyond the Rosedale list without permission from the
original poster.

The only "for profit" messages allowed on the main Rosedale list are
announcements of neighborhood garage sales and kid-run
“businesses”. For other neighborhood commercial announcements
(e.g. to sell a car or baby clothes), use to our ads subgroup by sending

a message to the address ads+subscribe @rosedale.groups.io or via
the web site at rosedale.groups.io/g/ads

For additional information about the Rosedale neighborhood and the
RNA, visit our website at rosedaleaustin.org/.

Some recent topics on the Rosedale email list: recommendations for
plumbers, painters, and other services; freebies like a golf bag up for
grabs; a kid-run bake sale; announcements of zoning issues.
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Join our popular e-mail list — A great neighborhood resource since 1999,
hosted on groups.io. Subscribe to share news, learn about events, discuss
local issues, learn of garage sales, etc.

1 e Mailing list website: rosedale.groups.io/
i e Subscribe via email: main+subscribe @rosedale.groups.io
¢ Send email to list moderators: main+owner@rosedale.groups.io

Visit the RNA website: https://rosedaleaustin.org/

RNA Facebook page for Rosedale Neighborhood — Follow here:
facebook.com/rosedaleneighborhoodaustintexas/

Stay Connected to Your Rosedale Neighbors!!

Nextdoor — A social networking service for neighborhoods; they use a
validation process that ensures members reside in the neighborhood.
nextdoor.com/neighborhood/rosedale--austin--tx

Our Austin City Council Members — Rosedale is split between two
districts. See the Council Member webpages for information such as
contact, sign up for newsletters, email notices, and recent updates.
District 7 (north of 45th Street) Council Member Mike Siegel
austintexas.gov/department/district-7

District 10 (south of 45th Street) Council Member Marc Duchen
austintexas.gov/department/district-10

Name

Address

Telephone 1
Email 2

Get involved in Rosedale!
Volunteer to help with one of the RNA committees:

Community Relations Electronic Communications

Parks Traffic/Parking Zoning

Rosedale Neighborhood Association
Membership Form

Annual dues: $20 per household, $10 for retirees
Any amount above that is donated to the Ramsey Park fund.
https://rosedaleaustin.org/the-rna/membership-information E

Options to pay RNA dues for 2026:

Neighborhood Events

Use this paper form and send with a check payable to RNA to:
Kim Relph, 4510 Rosedale Ave., Austin, Texas 78756

Pay electronically at https://pay.rosedaleaustin.org/ (QR code at right)

You use either PayPal or Venmo. Please include street address in the
comments if the app indicates a different address than your actual Rosedale
street address.

Neighborhood Features Newsletter

Committee info: http://rosedaleaustin.org/the-rna/subcommittees/




